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Almanac and Lectionary: April 2018

Date Theme & Readings Liturgical
colour

Sunday, 1 April 2018 Easter Day White
Holy Communion Services: Theme: The Lord is risen, he is risen indeed.
7am. &9am. Alleluia!

O.T. :Exodus15:1-2,19-21

Psalm : Psalm 118:1-2,15-18,22-23
Easter Day Epistle : Colossians 3:1-4

Gospel : John 20:1-18

Refer to Readings for Sunday Woepsigg98
Sunday, 8 April 2018 First Sunday after Easter White
Holy Communion Services: Theme: Joy and peace, power and new life are
7am,9am. &6 pm. given through the Resurrection of Christ.

1st Reading : Acts 4:32-35

Psalm : Psalm 118:19-26

Epistle . 1John 1:1-7

Gospel :John 20:19-31

Refer to Readings for Sunday Wepsigg101
Sunday, 15 April 2018 Second Sunday after Easter White
Holy Communion Services: Theme: Witnesses to Christ’s resurrection.
7am.,9am. &6 pm. 1st Reading : Acts 5:27-42

Psalm : Psalm 138:1-7

Epistle : 1 John 2:18-25

Gospel . Luke 24:36-48

Refer to Readings for Sunday Wepsigg104
Sunday, 22 April 2018 Third Sunday after Easter White
Holy Communion Services: Theme: The Good Shepherd.
7am.,9am. &6 pm. 1st Reading : Acts 8:14-25

Psalm : Psalm 23

Epistle : 1 John 1:8-2:26

Gospel :John 10:11-18

Refer to Readings for Sunday Wepsigg108
Sunday, 29 April 2018 Fourth Sunday after Easter White
Holy Communion Services: Theme: God is love, and we can only know him if
7am.,9am. &6 pm. we ourselves show love to others.

1st Reading : Acts 9:22-31

Psalm : Psalm 145:1,4-9

Epistle . 1John 4:7-16

Gospel :John 13:31-35

Refer to Readings unday Worshipage 110
Sunday, 6 May 2018 Fifth Sunday after Easter White

Holy Communion Services:

7am,9am. &6 p.m.

Theme: Jesus promises that the Spirit of truth and
love will come to dwell in the Church.

1st Reading : Acts 11:1-18

Psalm : Psalm 98:1-6
Epistle . 1John 3:23-4:4
Gospel : John 14:21-26

Refer to Readings for Sunday Wepsiggl13
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

HE DIED SO WE MIGHT LIVE!

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

An Easter Meditation
(Helen Steiner Rice)

If we but had the eyes to see
God’s face in every cloud,
If we but had the ears to hear
His voice above the crowd
If we could feel His gentle touch
In every spring time breeze
And find a haven in His arms
‘Neath sheltering, leafy trees...
If we could just lift up our hearts
Like flowers to the sun
And trust His Easter promise
And pray, “Thy will be done”,
We’d find the peace we are seeking,
The kind no man can give,
The peace that comes from knowing
He died so we might live!

In John 10:11, Jesus says, “lI am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his flifethe
sheep.” Again, in verses 15, 17 & 18, he says three more times that he lays down his life. Christ laid
down his life to rescue us from God’s judgment. He died in our place. We should have faced God’s
righteous eternal judgment because of all our sins. He died so that we may live. It is significant to
note that he laid down his life for his sheep. This in no way limits the invitation to all people to be
saved. All those who would listen to his voice and respond to his call are the sheep for whom he
gave his life.

Again, Jesus says, “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish...” (John 10:27,28). What a loving Shepherd we have! He is
completely selfless unlike the hired hands who are more concerned about saving their own lives.
While he cares for us and protects us, and even lays down his life for us, Jesus also expects us to
walk in obedience to him. The true celebration of Easter is not merely thanking God for the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, but also committing ourselves to living a life of obedience
to him, the Good Shepherd.

In His Grace,
Thomas Jacob



NEWS & NOTES

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.”
I Corinthians 1:18

Lenten Prayer: Cottage prayer meetings were held at members’ houses in different areas with good
participation. We thank every family for hosting and the hospitality extended.

Weekly Bible Study: Members meet every Thursday at 7.30 p.m. in the PHCC for a time of
fellowship, singing and interactive Bible study.

Special Sundays: March 4 was observed as Mission Sunday and March 11 was observed as World
Day of Prayer.

Guest Speakers: We thank Rev. Paras Tayade, Faculty, Union Biblical Seminary, Pune for sharing
the word of God on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday; Rt.Rev.S.B.Joshua for
speaking on Palm Sunday; and Ms.Kshama Jayaraj for speaking during the World Day of Prayer
service.

Obituary: We are sad to announce the sudden passing away of Mr.Albert Joseph, aged 41 years on
3 March. May our Living Lord comfort the bereaved family.

WPFCS: The members of WFCS volunteered to make palm crosses for Palm Sunday and distribute
refreshments on Good Friday. They led the worship service on 11 March (World Day of Prayer)
with the liturgy prepared by the Suriname WDP committee with the theme ‘All God’s creation is
very good.’

Youth Fellowship: The members of YF participated in the Talent Fiesta (Western Zone) organized
by the Diocesan Youth Fellowship on 18 March at Mira Road. Silas Stanley won 1* prize in
Instrumental Music and 3™ prize in Elocution; Keren Benjamin won 3™ prize in T-Shirt painting.
We congratulate and appreciate them.

Membership: We are glad to welcome and introduce the new member:
Mr.Kaushik Mondal (Full Membership)

Senior Citizens: We pray for all the senior citizens of our Church that our merciful God will give
them good health and strength.

Sick and Homebound: We continue to pray for the sick and house bound members of our
Church: David C. Matthew, Prakash Naik, Olga Nazareth, Loolu Thomas, Lizzy Kurian, Padmini
Abraham, Judith Rallia Ram, Anitaa Thakur , Nancy Razdan and Thankam Venkatraman that God’s
merciful hands be upon them to heal and strengthen them.

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”
John 11:25

Isaac Cladio
Hon. Secretary



HEARD FROM THE PULPIT
4 March 2018 ~ Mission Sunday

Theme: ‘God sent his Son who commissions us.’

In the Old Testament, God chose Abraham to accomplish his purposes on earth. God promised to
bless the nations through Abraham. The emphasis, however, was not on Abraham but on the
promises given to him. Today, the church is the agent through which God would bless the nations.
Therefore, the church must not remain pre-occupied with itself.

Most Christians, when they look at the ‘Great Commission’ (Matthew 28:18-20), only emphasise on
‘Go ..." While going is no doubt important, we must note that the main verb is ‘making disciples’.
‘G0’ is only one of the three subsidiary verbs. Missions is about going. Mission, however, is broader.
Mission is much more than going. It is about making disciples. It involves passing on the apostolic
teaching — teaching all that Jesus taught the apostles. The New Testament writers make it clear that
mission is the mission of the whole church to the whole world (Colossians 1:20; Ephesians 1:9-10).
Mission is not only about salvation for the whole humankind but also about reconciliation of all
things. Since mission originated from the heart of God, it must be central to the character of the
whole church. Mission is not an optional involvement. Mission is not a task that can be outsourced
to a select group of people, namely, missionaries and evangelists. Obligation is on every Christian to
involve in God’s mission of reconciling and restoring all of his creation to him.

11 March 2018 ~ 3" Sunday before Easter

Theme: ‘True greatness is shown in humble service and self-sacrifice.’

One of the key issues facing both church and society today is the question of leadership. It would
not be untrue to say that we are facing a leadership crisis. The leaders that we find today, both in
church and society, seem to have only self-serving interests. Power and the use and abuse of power
are big issues in the world today. The emphasis is on the accumulation of power and the use of it to
push others down. However, Jesus gives an alternative model. Jesus came to show that power must
be given up; that one must empty oneself of power; and that power is seen in the empowering of
others. To him leadership was not of the accumulation of power but is rather found in servant hood.

Mark 10:35-45 tells us about the power struggle that existed between the disciples. Jesus’ words of
serving and not being served must be seen in the context of the power struggle among the disciples.
By now the disciples had spent nearly three years with Jesus. Jesus’ life on earth was drawing to the
end/climax. Suffering and death were what were on his mind. Cross is before him as he is moving
towards Jerusalem. But the disciples were pre-occupied with ‘greatness’. This is true even today. We
have a distorted understanding of ‘greatness’. We think that greatness of a person depends on the
number of people serving him/her. The standard in God’s kingdom is different from what is usually
seen in this world. Greatness consists not in reducing others to one’s service, but in reducing oneself
to the service of others. Why should we serve others? Because we are following a master who came
to serve and not to be served. Christ challenges us to go beyond our duty and serve our fellow
human beings without hope of gain or reward, without gratitude and praise. True Christian service is
that which is done solely out of love without any personal advantage, in order to continue Christ’s
work of bringing light and hope, help and healing into the lives of others.



18 March 2018 ~ 2" Sunday before Easter
Theme: ‘The wisdom and power of God are most clearly revealed in the ‘weakness’ and

‘foolishness’ of the cross.’

The power of God is revealed in the ‘weakness’ of the cross; and the wisdom of God is revealed in
the ‘foolishness’ of the cross. God’s wisdom is seen in the Messiah hanging on a tree. The wisdom
of God, revealed in Christ crucified, may seem both foolish and weak, but it is far, far wiser and
stronger than anything worldly wisdom can offer (I Corinthians 1:25). The Greeks could not digest
the message that the cross, which was a symbol of disgrace and defeat, should be the instrument of
new life and salvation for the world. The Jews could not understand how the Christian gospel could
be centred on a condemned criminal who was nailed to a cross, for Deuteronomy 21:23 says, “...
anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse.”

When we look at | Corinthians 11:22, we see that the Jews sought signs and the Greeks sought
wisdom. But until they gave up their reliance on their own insight and understanding, they would
never be able to receive the wisdom of God in Jesus Christ. Even today, many learned, intellectually
gifted people find the gospel to be simply foolish. They think that the gospel message is only for
those who need some sort of psychological crutch. Others dismiss the gospel message outright.
They would say that there is no God — that we are all here through a series of random processes
which had no originator — and so there is no such thing as sin and redemption, and we have no need
for a redeemer. Human beings tend to think that their own way of understanding things is the right
one. However, only when we stop relying on our own wisdom and power, and trust in Christ - the
wisdom of God and the power of God - would be experience the forgiveness of our sins and the
salvation that gospel promises.

25 March 2018 ~ Sunday before Easter

Theme: ‘Christ enters Jerusalem to offer his life for the salvation of the world.’

Our Lord’s arrival in Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10) just five days before his crucifixion is one of the
stories that is reported by all the four Gospel writers. Everybody remembers that day! It was a joyful
and glorious day; a time of excitement, optimism, and renewed national pride for the Jews. What
began with a handful of disciples offering their praise to God, soon turned into a citywide
celebration! The crowd gathered along the streets cheering him and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” All of their loud hosannas, however, couldn’t hide the fact that
Jesus was not quite what they expected him to be. He came riding the colt of a donkey. Jesus did not
fit the messianic expectation of the people of Jerusalem, and sure enough, within a week, those who
cheered shouting “Hosanna” were screaming, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Their love for the Lord
was shallow and based entirely on their hope of what exciting things he could do for them. If we are
honest, we have to confess that often we are like that crowd. We like all the celebrations. We would
like to follow Jesus as long as it is fun. But we are unwilling to follow Christ who chose the way of
the cross. Remember the words of Jesus: “If any want to become my followers, let them ... take up
the cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24)? We are expected to be not the wayside spectators and
cheerers but to be people who would seriously and earnestly consider following the King of kings all
the way.



GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE

We thank God for the lives and faithful service of all those who passed away in the month of April
of earlier years.

YEAR | NAME

1890 FAUKLINE MATILDA

1893 RUBHORT ERNST

1912 WILLIAM LIONEL HERBER

1919 CECIL HASTINGS DOUGLAS

1931 CORKE HILDA MARY

1932 CHAMBERS ROBERT EDWARD

1933 CORKE ADA VIOLETTE MARIA

1935 SAMUEL LILY

1940 SALDER JAMES WILLIAM

1946 ROLFE WILLIAM

1972 JAMALUDDIN OLIVE

1986 LORO IRENE

1993 OVID PATRICK JOHN

1997 JACKSON OWEN PHILLIP

2007 BHIDE MANORAMMA

2008 SAMUEL ALEXANDER

2015 SOANS HANNAH

2015 STRACHAN MARGARET

2017 SINHA PRESCILLA




REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Worship Services on Sundays: Holy Communion (Said): 7 am. & 6 p.m.
Holy Communion (Sung): 9 a.m.

Activity Venue Day & Time Contact Person Phone No.
Pastorate Committee | Parsonage 15 April Isaac Cladio 9869513872
Meeting 10.45 a.m.
Sunday School PHCC Sundays 9 a.m. Beulah Anand 9967170867
Bible Study PHCC Thursdays 7.30 p.m. Rev.Thomas Jacob 9820736359
QCCCS: PHCC Monday to Friday Kumary Koshy 9820217524
Day Care Centre & 9am.to4p.m.
Study Centre
4p.m.to7 p.m.
Church Office: Saguna Doshi 26423955
(Monday to Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
Rev. Thomas Jacob, Presbyter-in-charge 9820736359 / 26428803

presbyter@stephenschurch-bandra.com

Isaac Cladio, Hon. Secretary 9869513872
K.P.George, Hon. Treasurer 9821074653
Sushill Augustine, Hon. Jt. Secretary 9820657433
Sabina Solomon, Hon. Jt. Treasurer 9820080456

St.Stephen’s Church
46, Mount Mary Road, Bandra (West), Mumbai — 400 050

E-mail: church@stephenschurch-bandra.com
Website: www.stephenschurch-bandra.com

facebook page: @stephenschurchbandra




